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as U.S.S, Augusta drew away. Homeward again
across the Atlantic, with the sharp bows of his
battleship curtseying to the mid-ocean swell, until
they parted at the home port and a steel wall of
cheering seamen sent him on his way. For Mr.
Churchill had become his country's emblem.
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Not that his duties were exclusively symbolic.
For he had taken charge of a hard-pressed country
and Empire in a dark hour in order to conduct &
war. That was his element. He had been trained
to war; the greater part of his official life had been
devoted to war problems at the Admiralty, the
Ministry of Munitions, and the War Office; nearly
all his writings dealt with military subjects; even
Lord Fisher in the moment of their deepest dis-
agreement termed him " a War Man/* On taking
office as Prime Minister he became at the same time
Minister of Defence; and the appointment was not
merely decorative. For he assumed supreme charge
of war direction. As he described the system to
the House of Commons in May, 1941, " the Chiefs
of Staff of the three Services sit each day together,
aad I, as Prime Minister and Minister of Defence,
convene them and preside over them, when I thitik
it necessary, inviting, when business requires it,
the three Service Ministers- All large issues of
military policy are brought before the Defence Com-
mittee . . " The chairman there, as in the Wat
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